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Vi·a . Hannibal, aad H. ancl St. Jo. Road. 
Chicago to the 1\I ississi ppi, . . . . 293 

" " 1\lissouri, . . . . . 206 509 
" Fort l(earney, . . . . 251 760 
" l\louth of South Platte, . . . 11 
'' Denver City and Auraria, . . . 240 1108 

T .. ia. the Same Route. 
Chicago to the :Jlissouri, 

" Fort Laramie, 
• • 

• 

• • • 

• • • 

500 
56 107i 

D[ff'erence in favor of the Cedar Rapids and River Road 
to the Missouri rivc1·. 

Over Dubuque and Pacific road, . . 
" and l\lissouri, . . 
" IIannibal and t. J . 

To Fort Laramie. 
0"Ver Dubuque and Pacific road, 

'' ::.\li. sissi ppi and 
" Hannibal and St Joseph, • 

To Denver 
O-ver 1\li sisc;:ippi and l\I issouri road, 

" IIannibal and St. Joseph, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

City. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

60 
33 
59 

87 
84 

1i4 

55 
125 

It should be stated that these distances east of the l\lissouri are 
taken fro1n the reports of the various companies, and those west 
of the l\li .... souri are from the report of Capt. U . . 

The difference in the cost of constructing these different proj ec
ted roads-owing to the physical conformation of the country
will be in1mensely in fa;vor of your line, as in fact it has thus far 
been, on those portions of these through lines already completed. 

It is a. fact now well established, that in this section of the coun
hyJ east and we:::,t roads are generally far the best investments. Em
igration and the busines .. which follows it, mo\"es in the same lati
tude a that from whence it starts. 

If a road can be well bu1lt, at a small cost, on the shortest possi
ble line between its termini, through a fertile and well settled coun
try. which i"' tributary to some great commercial centre from whence 
it starts, and more than all, if it forms a link in a great through 
line, and can therefore draw the portion of its business OYer • 
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its entire road-such a road 1uny confidently be relied upon ac:; a 
paying investn1ent. Your line combines all these rcqui ... ites to an 
unusual extent. 1 

The country between Cedar Hapids and the l\iissouri riv er i rol
ling prairie, frequently intersected by beautiful valleys and swift 
running streams of living water Timber and stone are found in 
abundance along most of the line. 

The valuable grant of land recently bestowed upon your COlnpa
ny-exceeding 900,000 acres-embracing a large au1ount of excel
lent coal and timber land, all lying within 15 miles on either ide 
of the line, with good management will probably repay the entire 
cost of building the road fron1 Cedar Rapids to the l\li~~otui river. 
A large portion of the reserved governn1ent sections have already 
been taken up without the advantages of a railroad, at the advanc
ed price of $2.50 per acre. 

The unsurpassed fertility of the soil, the -very general distribu
tion and abundance of timber and stone, and the numerous streams 
furnishing an unlimited amount of water power, have all tended 
to the rapid development of the counties traver ed by the line of 
your road, and I feel entirely safe in stating as the result of my 
own observation, that the country along the line between the Ce
dar and Des l\Ioincs rivers, a distance of 121 mile-;, ic; to-day n1orc 
thickly settled, and its resources arc more fully de-veloped than the 
country between the l\lississippi and Cedar riYer~, along the Chica
go, Iowa and Nebraska road was, at the time that road was com
menced. 

The following statistics, taken from the census returns, show the 
very rapid increase of population in these counties during the past 
seven years, and also the valuation of property for the year 1 59 : 

Population 1852. Population 1859. 'aluation, 1S59. 

Linn 6,S90. r~·>o So 216.49i. . . . . . . .......... ... .. ... • • I - • 

Benton . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,237. 8.053. ·> s-.- 61-- 1 I ) , I , 

Tama ..... ....... ............ .. 262. 5,34 . 1, "~ 0'>3 ~<>,. - 0 

Marshall .. . . ••• • •••• • • • •••• •• 710. 5.';13. 2,133,22i 0 

Story . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 214. 3.82t3. 1,1 3.150. 
Boone • 0 . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,024. 4,018. 1,4Si ,9SO. 

Totals in 6 Counties,. .. .. 10,037. 4-1,678. $14,7 3.400. - - ···- -- ·-=--- ·-_ _.;,_ - .. 

The four western counties of Greene, Carroll, Crawford and 
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)lonona, between the Des 1\Ioines and :Jib .... ouri l'ive1-,, had no in
habitants in 1852. The census of 1 50 give!:> the1u a population 
of 2,985, and a valuation of $2,585, 85. 

The total population, therefore, of the counties traver"eu by your 
line, in 1 59 was 47,663, and the valuation 817,269,~ -! 

I t will be observed that the a hove table, as well as the one gi' en 
below, b made out for those counties only, through the centre of 
which your road runs. This tier of counties embraces a belt of 
country only 24 miles wide. Even with the Dubuque and Pacific 
road completed on the north, and the 1\lississippi and :Jlissouri on 
the south, it is fair to estimate that with the advantage po-, .e-..sed 
by your line in distance and grades, that an additional belt of coun
try 24 rniles in width, or 12 miles adJoining these counties on the 
nortl), and 12 on the south, will be tributary to your road. 

These tables, therefore, give the returns from only about one
half of the country, and business which will be tributary to your 
road. 

The following table gives the number of bushels of wheat anu 
corn raised, and the number pounds of butter and cheese lllacle, 
value of cattle and hogs sold, and the value of the general and do
nlestic n1anufactures in each county along the line : 

Bush . Bush. Lb<~. Bu tter Vo.Iue of Cattle Value (lfGeuernl and Wheat. Corn. and Cheel)e, and llog:, sold. Dollle~tic )lnnnfuct':,. 
~ ' 

Ltnn .. ............ 122.3~0· 85-l.5ii 33i ,46i $ 12'1.259 $31 . ~ ... 6 B enton ........... 6i,460 378.-120 1-!.'3.469 -19,991 118.i10 Tam a ~b.837 25fi,G97 120,239 50.251 f}r) • "9 . . . . . . . . . . . 
---0·> Marshall ....... . . 25.2S'i 34.515 111,944 4G.O!>i 33,3gi) Story ..... ....... 4.837 b,20'i 69.039 37.053 21.6tH B oone ....... .... 4.316 132,109 93.018 26.571 21.561 Greene ........... 1. l)j i ~A.;;o 1 13.929 9.353 1.11 ~ Carroll ........... 2.1 tl 32, 05 1.95o 'i39 X J Ret urns. Crawford ...... .. . 53 20.470 s,coo 10,345 4.3-li Monona .......... 1.579 431445 15,371 'i .501 G.~on 

~ I~ 

T ot n.l ....... . . 259.5$2 1.919.7~5 g•"><J 03•> ,:3tXl.l90 Sv4~.41~ 
__ , -

' 

'The above table is from the census of 1 59, and give" the returns 
of the crop of 1 5 , which it should be remembered, wa~ an un-
1Jl eccden ted wet season and the crop of that ye u·: particularly 
wheat, were considered a.lmo"t a total failure. 

Be-ides) there was then and is now, little inducement for the far-
1ucrs of n1ost of the e countie~ to rai-..e 1uore thaL i ... 1 ceded for 

• 
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hou1e consumption, since the cost of hauling their produce to mar
ket nearly or quite equal~ the price they receive for it. 

The connnencement of work on the road "ill give a strong im
pulse to bu~iuess and en1igration, and the increase in population 
and wealth will be e-ren more rapid than it ha5 been in the past few 
}(:'U'5. 

The great. coal field of Iowa i~ traversed by your line for a distance 
of 1nore than 100 miles. The coal is easily mined-the top vein~ 
in n1any places being above the beus of the strean1s and very near 
the ~urface of the ground. It bas been mined at ::,eyeral points suf
ficiently to te t its good quality and inexhaustable quantity. 
Iron ore, hydraulic cement and gyp um are al:so found on the line 
of the road . 

.. Although the prospects of your road for a large way business are 
50 flattering, yet its importance as a link in a great through line 
should be kept constantly in view. 

It cannot only be much more cl1eaply built, with much lighter 
grades, and with 30 to 60 mile::, less distance from Chicago and the 
Ea .... t, than any other road aero s the ~ tate, but reaching the :Uiis
souri river, as it docs, in the latitude of Chicago, the Platte valley 
and the great ~ 'out.h Pass, it canuot fail to become a most in1port
tant link in the great chain of roads which will soon stretch across 
the continent. 

A corupauy has already been organized (the Decatur and ~outh 

I)a.~-, .Air Line Uo.) to extend your line from Decatur, on the :llli::,
souri riverJ 83 miles westward to the great north bend of the Platte 

• uver 
Thi line, a:-> well as a line up the Platte valley as far as Fort 

Laram.ie, 11as been surveyed and both are reported to be unusually 
favorable for the construction of a. railroad, at a. small cost. The 
Platte valley is the route now traversed by more than four-fifths of 
all the Pike's Peak and overland California. etnigration ; and as im
Inense as it is at present, the bu~iness of that valley is destined to 
it,crease every day. 

By the uniforn1 tersimony of many who are well acquainted with 
the bu inc s of the Platte valley, I an1 warranted in advancing the 
opinion, that were your road cornpleted to the :Jlic:c:ouri river at the 
present time, it would pay a reasonable per cent on its cost. 
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The iu1portanee of its early completion, in adv-ance of other line-.., 
and before the channels of trade and travel shall have become in 
any nwnner fixed, cannot be easily over estituated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. W. WALKER, Ch ief Engineer. 

Cerlai· Rapl'cls, Iowa, June 13th, 18GO. 

RESOLUT I0-4. TS 

OF TIIE 

At a n1eeting of the Board of Directors of the Chicago, Io,ya 
and N ebra ka Railroad Co1npany, held June 11th, 1860, the 
follo,Ying resolutions were a<loptecl : 

Rcsolvecl: That this co1upany will unite and co-operate 'vith 
the Galena. and Chicago "C"nion Railroad Con1pany, in entering 
into a contract "~ith the Cedar Rapids aucl :tlii~.;,onri RiY<:r 
Railroad Con1pany, agreeing to take one third of its receivt-3 
for the freight of the bn~iuess of that road over thi --in the 
fir~t 1nortgage bou<.ls of th3.t road-for a period of not exceeding 

• 
~ ~ ) ear~. 

Rcsolvccl j rrhat when the Cedar Rapid ana :Jii~ .... onri l~iver 
l1ailroad 'hall have con1pleted t\venty 1niles of road, \Ye t fron1 
Cedar napid , this COinpany w·ill enter into a contract ·with 
that cou1pany, by 'vhich t hi~ company 'viii pay 10 per cent. on 
the g1 o-.,'.) receipts of the freight of the busines"' recei Yec1 of tha 
road and pa,,ing o,~er thi, road or any portion thereof, ~nd 
"·hich shall have pa""-cd over twenty n1iles of that road, such 
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per centngc to be applied hr~t to provide for the intere t and 
. inking fund agreed upon, due or coming dne on any fir. t 
1nortgage bonth is~ned by said Cedar Rapid~ nncl l\ii~sonri 
I~ivc1· Railroad Oon1pnny, bnt ~ncb contract to contain a con
dition that said Cedar llapids and :Jli ~ouri River Railroad 

10lnpnny 'hall deliver it bn .. inc~-..., ~oing ea tw·ardly (!l"- I~ar < s 
it 1nny be able to control the sa1ne,) to this road dnnng the 
continuance ol ... nch a contract, 'vhich hull be lin1ited to 1 t 

.J n 1 y, 18 6 G • 

• 

• 
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